DARKO HOUSE KITCHEN

<Eddie arrives at the fridge. “Vote Dukakis” is written on the fridge notice board. He gets a beer and returns to the living room>

DARKO HOUSE LIVING ROOM

TV Announcer 1: First down and 10…

TV Advert: Good evening ladies and ghouls. Join us at the Middlesex Pavillion Hall…

<Samantha skips again into the room, but this time preceded by a time spear>

TV Advert: …for the Middlesex Halloween Haunt <man laughs>

<A time spear emerges from Donnie’s chest. He looks down and chuckles. The time spear extends away, then forms a beckoning finger. Donnie gets up and follows it upstairs.>

DARKO HOUSE PARENTS BEDROOM

<Donnie enters the bedroom and opens the cupboard following the time spear. He opens a box at the bottom of the cupboard and retrieves a pistol>

BUS STOP – MORNING

<Airplane engine whines overhead. Donnie looks up, as so his friends>

OCTOBER 18 1988

WOODS

Gretchen Ross: And what if you could go back in time and take all those hours of pain and darkness and replace them with something better?

Donnie Darko: Like images, or what?

Gretchen Ross: Yeah, like a Hawaiian sunset, or the Grand Canyon. Just things that remind you of how beautiful the world…

Donnie Darko: You know we’ve been going together for like 2 weeks.

Gretchen Ross: Yeah?

Donnie Darko: Well, I err…

Gretchen Ross: Do you want to kiss me?

<Donnie leads forward to kiss Gretchen but she moves away>

Donnie Darko: I… I’m sorry.

Gretchen Ross: Look, Donnie, wait.

Donnie Darko: I like you a lot.

Gretchen Ross: I just want it to be… at a time when it… 

Donnie Darko: When what?

Gretchen Ross: When it reminds me just…

Donnie Darko: When it reminds you how beautiful the world can be?

Gretchen Ross: Yeah. And right now there’s some fat guy over there staring at us.

<Donnie and Gretchen turn to a jogger in a red tracksuit, who is smoking. He put s out his cigarette and walks off>

PSYCHIATRISTS OFFICE

Rose Darko: Thank you for seeing us at such late notice. We both felt it was time for us to come in and discuss…

Lilian Thurman: What I think is going on with your son?

Rose Darko: Yes. Well he’s erm… you know about his past, and he was suspended from school for insulting his gym teacher.

Eddie Darko: Well I’m not really sure that’s a good example Rose. I think he had just cause to insult her.

Lilian Thurman: Rose, let me just lay out what I believe is happening here.

DARKO HOUSE - KITCHEN

<Donnie removes a large knife from the knife block>

Dr. Thurman (as voiceover): Donnie’s aggressive behaviour…

DARKO HOUSE - BATHROOM

<Donnie takes some pills>

PSYCHIATRISTS OFFICE

Lilian Thurman: His increased detachment from reality, seem to stem from his inability to cope with the forces in the world he perceives to be threatening. Uh… has he ever told you about his friend Frank?

Rose Darko: Frank?

Lilian Thurman: Yes, the giant bunny rabbit.

Eddie Darko: The what?

Rose Darko: I don’t recall him ever having mentioned a rabbit.

Lilian Thurman: Donnie is experiencing what is commonly called a daylight hallucination.

DARKO HOUSE – BATHROOM

<Donnie stabs the dimensional portal with the knife. Frank can be seen on the other side.>

PSYCHIATRISTS OFFICE

Lilian Thurman: This is a common occurrence among paranoid schizophrenics.

Rose Darko: What can we do?

Lilian Thurman: I would like to do more hypnotherapy, and increase his medication.

DARKO HOUSE – BATHROOM

<Donnie continues to stab the portal, grunting with effort. A light shines from Frank’s eye>

Rose Darko (as voiceover): Whatever will help him, really…

PSYCHIATRISTS OFFICE

Rose Darko: Because that’s why we’re here. We just would like him to experience some relief. So if you think that more medication will do that, then I think we should give it a try.

SCHOOL – STAFF ROOM

<Kenneth Monnitoff is looking through papers, Karen Pomeroy is eating lunch>

Kenneth Monnitoff: Donnie Darko.

Karen Pomeroy: I know.

<They both laugh>

SCHOOL – HALL

Jim Cunningham: Good morning, you mongrels!

Audience: Good morning.

Jim Cunningham: Is that all the gusto you can muster? I said, good morning!

Audience: Good morning!

Jim Cunningham: Now that’s a tiny tiny bit better. But I can still sense some students out there who are actually afraid to say, good morning!

Audience: Good morning!

<Donnie doesn’t say it>

Jim Cunningham: Yeah, that’s what I like to hear! Because entirely too many young men and women today are completely paralysed by their fears. They surrender their bodies to the temptation and destruction of drugs, alcohol, and premarital sex. Now, I’m going to tell you a little story today. It’s a heartbreakingly sad story about a young man whose life was completely destroyed by these instruments of fear. A young man, searching for love in all the wrong places. His name was Frank.

<A slide appears on the project with a cartoon picture of a boy, and “his name is Frank” written next to it. Donnie looks concerned>

Female audience member: Hi, my stepsister… like, I sometimes worry that she eats too much.

Female audience member 2: Shut up, Kim!

Jim Cunningham: Sweetheart, sweetheart, please.

Male audience member: How can I decide what I want to be when I grow up?

Jim Cunningham: That’s a hard one.

Male audience member 2: What do I do to learn how to fight?

Jim Cunningham: What can I do to learn how to fight? Son, violence is a product of fear. Learn to truly love yourself.

Male audience member 2: Okay.

Jim Cunningham: Okay, get yourself up here.

Male audience member 2: Okay.

Jim Cunningham: All right.

Donnie Darko: Good morning.

Jim Cunningham: Good morning.

Donnie Darko: Um… how much are they paying you to be here?

Jim Cunningham: Uh… excuse me? What is your name, son?

Donnie Darko: Gerald.

Jim Cunningham: Well, Gerald, I think you’re afraid.

Donnie Darko: Are you telling us this stuff so we can buy your book? Because I got to tell you, if you are, that was some of the worst advice I ever heard.

Jim Cunningham: Do you see how said this is?

Donnie Darko: Do you want your sister to lose weight? Tell her to get off the couch, stop eating Twinkies, and maybe go out for field hockey. You know what? No one ever knows what they want to be when they grow up. It takes a little while to find that out. Right, Jim? And you… yeah, you. Sick of some jerk shoving your head down the toilet? Well you know what, maybe you should lift some weights or take a karate lesson . And the next time he tries to do it, you kick him in the balls.

<Adults gasp, students laugh>

Jim Cunningham: <chuckles> Son. Do you see this?

Donnie Darko: Right?

Jim Cunningham: This is an anger prisoner…

Man: Remove him.

Jim Cunningham: A textbook example. Do you see the fear, people? This boy is scared to death of the truth. Son, it breaks my heart to say this, but I believe you are a very troubled and confused young man. I believe you are searching for the answers in all the wrong places.

Donnie Darko: You’re right, actually. I am pretty… I am pretty troubled and I’m pretty confused but I… and I’m afraid really really afraid. Really afraid. But I… I think you’re the fucking antichrist.

<Audience gasps, the teachers move to grab Donnie>

Man: Get him out of here! Who do you think you are?

<Whistling and cheering from students>

